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George Street Revitalization Project 

Background 
 
 
On July 16, 2013 City Council adopted in principle the redevelopment of Seaton House 
in a partnership between two City divisions, Shelter, Support and Housing 
Administration (SSHA) and Long-Term Care Homes & Services (LTCHS).  The 
innovative project addresses both the need to redevelop the emergency shelter and the 
need for a long-term care home in downtown Toronto, with co-located services.  Staff 
are authorized to undertake the necessary due diligence and to report back in 2015 with 
detailed program and design plans, a transition plan, costs and a financing plan. 
 
The four components of the project would include: 

o An emergency shelter for men 
o A long-term care (LTC) home for women and men 
o A service hub to benefit the community as well as the shelter and LTC residents 
o Affordable housing and/or private sector partnership on surplus land, if any 

 
Council authorized negotiations for the acquisition of heritage properties south of 
Seaton House for potential future inclusion in the redevelopment.  Staff were also 
authorized to consult with the Province regarding the vacant former youth detention 
centre on George Street, for possible consideration in the redevelopment. 
 
Draft Working Principles: 

a. Engage all stakeholders, in the context of the Downtown East Revitalization and 
Council policy (Affordable Housing Action Plan, Toronto Seniors Strategy) 

b. Develop a safe and healthy neighbourhood, inclusive of all residents 
c. Create innovative partnerships, programs and services for homeless and 

underserved vulnerable people 
d. Transition Seaton House clients toward "more appropriate facilities and programs 

that better meet their needs" (Affordable Housing Action Plan) 
e. Replace emergency shelter beds on George Street in a smaller scale and in the 

context of SSHA's Housing Stability Service Planning Framework 
f. Preserve heritage attributes, integrating them into the redevelopment 
g. Create a built form that promotes safety and a beautiful healthy environment 

 
Progress to Date and Next Steps: 
A staff inter-divisional program committee has been set up and program requirements 
will be developed in consultation with stakeholders.  A stakeholder advisory group will 
be established in February 2014.  A project website is under development and the email 
address is newgeorge@toronto.ca  
 
 


